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tions) ; Reminiscences; The Ovum in its Relation to the Laws of Evolu¬ 
tion ; and Sex Productions, whence our Body and its Individual Sexual 
Character; and Dr. S. D. Mercer, who reports a case of Compound 
Complicated Dislocation of the Scaphoid; Fracture of the Shull, with 
Trephining, Recovery ; Depressed Fracture of Frontal. Bone ; Excision 
of Astragalus; and an extended paper on Spinal Curvature, Treatment 
by Sayre’s Method. Among the shorter papers is one on Excision of the 
Hip-Joint , containing a report of a case in which it was successfully per¬ 
formed by Geo. Tilden, M.D., of Omaha. Dr. M. J. Gahan reports a 
successful operation of ovariotomy performed in 1880; and Dr. L. J. 
Abbott records a case of operation for Laceration of the Perineum in an 
Infant, caused by injury from manipulation by the midwife during de¬ 
livery, it probably having been a breech presentation. 

This volume shows unsuspected activity in the medical profession of 
this progressive State. It is to lie regretted that more careful proof-read¬ 
ing was not performed, as a multitude of orthographical, and not a few 
grammatical errors, might have been corrected that now mar the pages of 
this interesting volume of Proceedings. F. W. 


Akt. XXXVI— Report on Hawaiian Leprosy. Read before the Califor¬ 
nia State Medical Society at San Francisco, April 20, 1881, by A. W. 

Saxe, M.D. Pamphlet, pp. 2G. Santa Clara, 1881. 

It is now six years since the attention of dermatologists and of the 
profession generally was drawn to the presence of leprosy in North 
America, and particularly in the United States, by Prof. James C. White, 
of Boston, in a paper read before the Philadelphia International Medical 
Congress. At the first meeting of the American Dermatological Associa¬ 
tion, held at Niagara Falls in 1877, a committee on Statistics was ap¬ 
pointed, in whose reports for each subsequent year have been included the 
statistics of leprosy in the United States, so far as these could be ob¬ 
tained, together with reports of cases and communications from various 
observers. At the fifth annual meeting of the Association, held last sum¬ 
mer, nearly a whole day was devoted to the reading of papers on leprosy, 
and the discussion of the nature of the disease, the question as to its con¬ 
tagious character, and its increasing prevalence in this country. The in¬ 
terest taken in the subject of leprosy by the Association, together with the 
appearance of various publications and communications emanating from in¬ 
dividuals in different parts of the country, show that the time has come 
for a more general study of the disease in all its bearings, in the hope that 
we may be able to control and repress it as it occurs in our midst, and 
may in time succeed in extirpating the affection entirely. 

To this end, every contribution to our knowledge is valuable, and Dr. 
Saxe’s paper is particularly interesting, as giving new information regard¬ 
ing the prevalence and characteristics of leprosy as found in the Hawaiian 
Islands, the yearly increasing commerce of which with our ports makes it 
important to prevent, as far as possible, the importation of' the disease 
which is so prevalent there. 

It appears from the statements of Dr. Saxe that leprosy was imported 
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from China into the Hawaiian Islands in 1840; that the first leper was 
recognized there eight years later; and that the first governmental action 
for the arrest of the disease was taken in 1859. 

In 18(16 the lepers under governmental supervision were transferred to 
the Island of Molokai, which was set apart as a leper colony where the 
infected could be isolated. 

Five hundred and twenty-nine lepers were sent to Molokai. In 1872 
the census of lepers showed three hundred and eighty-five in the settle¬ 
ment; but, as this showed that only a portion of the actual lepers had 
been segregated, public opinion was aroused, under the pressure of which 
four hundred and fifty-one undoubted lepers were sent to the settlement 
in two years. The mortality of the lepers in the eleven years from 1865 
to 1876 was 87.2 per cent. 

In January, 1880, there were seven hundred and thirty-three lepers in 
the settlement, besides which, according to I)r. Saxe, incipient leprosy 
may be found in nearly every part of the kingdom. 

The danger to our country of this focus of leprosy in Hawaii will be 
understood when the increasing commerce and intercourse between the 
two countries is pointed out. In 1880, 5593 passengers landed from 
steamers at Honolulu, and 1928 embarked. The demand for skilled labour 
has brought a large number of Americans into direct contact with the 
Hawaiian population, and the danger from this source of the importation 
of leprosy to our shores is not to he underrated. Dr. Saxe’s pamphlet 
contains a dozen photographic views of lepers, showing various stages and 
varieties of the disease. A. V. H. 


Art. XXXV'II_ A Manual of Midwifery. 15y Aj.i'uhb Meadows, M. 

D. Loud., F.R.C.P., Physician Accoucheur to St. Mary’s Hospital, 
and Lecturer on Midwifery and the Diseases of Women, at St. Mary’s 
Hospital Medical School, etc. Assisted by Ai.heiit J. Venx, M.D., 
M.R.C.P., Obstetric Physician to the Metropolitan Free Hospital, etc. 
12ino. pp. 498. New York : G. F. Putnam’s Sons, 1882. 

The popularity of this work is shown by the fact that this is the fourth 
English edition. We are not at all partial to the use of manuals, al¬ 
though designed chiefly for the use of students; and especially do we 
object to obstetrical treatises in this condensed /orm, for the reason that 
the whole subjt ot may be presented in an octavo volume of convenient 
size, which shall alike answer for the student and practitioner. The 
author, being an obstetrician of eminence, lias added to the value of his 
work, by the introduction of many hints and directions derived from his 
own experience. 

The book is thoroughly British in its teachings and authorities, and 
therefore not so well adapted to American practice, as some others of 
their works which have been remodelled here. The lateral decubitus is 
not only recommended in ordinary labours, but is adhered to in the use of 
the forceps, and even in craniotomy. Although giving a tabular descrip¬ 
tion of thirty-eight varieties of the forceps, no mention is made of those 
of Hodge, Wallace, Bedford, etc., so much in use here. In the use of 



